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Introduction
Welcome to our second Free the 
Word!, the capital’s only festival 
celebrating world literature. 

London is one of the most culturally 
diverse cities on earth, with over 300 
languages spoken, yet each year less 
than three per cent of the books we 
publish are in translation. International 
PEN passionately believes literature 
is essential to understanding and 
engaging with other worlds – so at 
Free the Word!, curious readers can 
meet writers who may not otherwise 
appear on UK bookshelves, but who 
shine in other countries. This year’s 
festival also features a new strand 
of work, Felt PEN, with a number of 
events specially curated for children 
and their families.

Our literary journey invites you to: 
discuss the possibilities ‘Beyond Faith 
and Reason’; discover a writer’s place 
in ‘Hell on Earth’; challenge the 
insulting at our cabaret; indulge in 
‘Heavenly Pleasures’; unveil the secret 
lives of ‘invisible’ people; debate 
whether there are sweets in heaven; 
uncover the ‘Thirteen Secrets of 
Poetry’; play with words and music on 
a ‘Dream Journey’; and celebrate the 
brightest contemporary literary stars 
with ‘International Futures’.

Whoever you choose to travel through 
Heaven and Earth with, we are sure 
that Free the Word! will offer a truly 
unique literary experience.
 

Sarah Sanders
Literary Events Director



Beyond Faith and Reason
Nadine Gordimer, Tariq Ali, Samir El-youssef  
and Tahmima Anam 
Thursday 16 April 7.30pm  
Shakespeare’s Globe, Main Stage
Tickets: £12, £9, £5
 
When cultures meet is it possible to find a place for 
understanding? With Nobel Laureate Nadine Gordimer, 
novelist, historian and political campaigner Tariq Ali, Palestinian 
writer Samir El-youssef and 2008 Commonwealth Prize winner 
for Best First Book, Tahmima Anam from Bangladesh.  

The writers will read from their work and discuss their experiences 
of their own cultures; meeting places of religion and state, where 
belief and the law are intertwined. The event is chaired by Boyd 
Tonkin, Literary Editor of The Independent.

‘A stunning novel’ The Observer on Tahmima Anam’s  
A Golden Age 

‘A potent meditation on memory and exile’ The Guardian  
on Samir El-youssef’s A Treaty of Love 

Telling Secret Lives  
Azar Nafisi, Lee Stringer and Wen Huang 
Friday 17 April 7.30pm
Shakespeare’s Globe, Underglobe
Tickets: £5

From the secret lives of women in Iran, to the story of one man’s 
crack cocaine years on the streets of New York, to an account 
of a village teacher in China, the extraordinary is often hidden 
behind the everyday. Azar Nafisi, author of the international 
bestseller Reading Lolita in Tehran and her new memoir about 
her childhood Things I’ve Been Silent About, is joined by New 
Yorker Lee Stringer and Wen Huang, the translator of one of 
China’s most well-known writers, Liao Yiwu. Together they explore 
what it means to be invisible in the realms of heaven and earth.  
The writers will be in conversation with acclaimed author and 
musician Amit Chaudhuri. 

‘The new Jack London just when we really needed  
a new one a lot’ Kurt Vonnegut on Lee Stringer 

‘A book lover’s tale … All readers should read it’  
Margaret Atwood on Azar Nafisi’s Reading Lolita in Tehran  



The Insulting Cabaret 
Catherine Millet, Karen King-Aribisala, 
Christian Jungersen, Lee Stringer and many more 
Friday 17 April 10pm
Southwark Playhouse
Tickets: £6

Under the watchful night sky, join us for ‘The Insulting 
Cabaret’; it’s a secret world somewhere between heaven 
and earth. 

The strangest things will be banned and preconceptions 
will be blurred. After its sell-out success last year, the Free 
the Word! cabaret returns for more late night word play, 
vocal trickery, comic truths and some good old-fashioned fun. 

A perfect end to a day’s festival-going or the perfect start  
to a night out where anything could happen … 

In association with the hub

This year Free the Word! 
introduces events for younger 
minds and imaginations. 
On Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 March, Felt PEN 
invites children and their families to come and play, 
read and write, and share what they think heaven 
and earth is all about. 

Felt 
PEN
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Around the Globe
Deborah Newbold
Saturday 18 April 12pm 
Shakespeare’s Globe, Watkins Room
Tickets: £5 for children and accompanying adult free

From the weird to the wonderful, storyteller Deborah Newbold 
comes armed with a bucketful of traditional and original tales 
and spellbinding songs from all over the world. Help her tell 
these stories by sharing them with your family, whispering 
them to your neighbour or just shouting them right across 
the Thames.  
For ages 4 – 6

@

%

“

*

@
%

.

&
!

“



Dream Journeys 
Essequibo Music 
Saturday 18 April 2pm  
Shakespeare’s Globe, Watkins Room
Tickets: £5 for children and 
accompanying adult free

Interweaving storytelling with Ghanaian 
song, cora and dreamy Guyanese flute 
melodies, celebrate the connections 
between heaven and earth, between 
what we see and touch and our own 
dream journeys. With Keith Waithe, 
Sandra Agard and Jo Jo Yates.
For ages 3 – 6

Sweets
Sylvia van Ommen
Saturday 18 April 3.45pm 
Shakespeare’s Globe, Watkins Room
Tickets: £5 for children and 
accompanying adult free

Do they have sweets in heaven? Joris and 
Oscar think so. Dutch illustrator, writer and 
animator, Sylvia van Ommen reads Sweets, 
a story about a cat and a rabbit and their 
thoughts about heaven and earth. Come 
and create your own animal characters and 
talk about what sweets you would like to 
eat in heaven. 
For ages 6+

The Thirteen Secrets of Poetry
A cabaret for children based  
on the poems of Adrian Mitchell
Sunday 19 April 11am 
Young Vic, Maria Theatre
Tickets: £5 for everyone

If you have ever wanted to write a poem 
but couldn’t get started, this is the show 
for you. Using music and poetry, the 
performers reveal thirteen helpful secrets 
of poetry. Some poems are scary, some 
are sad, some are downright daft! Enjoy 
a musical and poetic cabaret that ranges 
from classical music to rap, that celebrates 
a variety of lyrical poetic styles but, most 
of all, that shows everyone how much 
fun poetry can be. Performed by Sasha 
Mitchell and Nick Pyall.
For ages 8 – 11

Felt 
PEN



Hell on Earth
Lydia Cacho, Christian Jungersen and Carolin Emcke 
Saturday 18 April 6pm
Shakespeare’s Globe, Underglobe
Tickets: £5

A writer in a conflicting world, whether real or imagined, can 
take unheard and untold stories and experiences and re-tell 
them with such powerful honesty that there is no choice but to 
listen. Yet it can literally be hell on earth. Mexican author Lydia 
Cacho, recipient of the 2007 Amnesty International Ginetta Sagan 
Award for Women and Children’s Rights and the UNESCO/
Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize 2008, was arrested 
and threatened for her book Los Demonios del Edén (Demons 
of Eden) in which she accuses high profile politicians of being 
involved in a ring of child pornography and prostitution. As 
an editor and war correspondent for German newspaper Der 
Spiegel, Carolin Emcke has reported on human rights violations 
and war crimes in places such as Lebanon, Colombia, Afghanistan 
and Iraq. Christian Jungersen is a Danish author of two prize-
winning and bestselling novels, his latest being The Exception, 
a work which takes place in a small fictitious organisation, The 
Danish Centre for Genocide Information. This event is chaired by 
Peter Beaumont, Foreign Affairs Editor at the Observer whose 
new book, The Secret Life of War, is available in May.  

‘Lydia Cacho is a model for all who wish to work as journalists’ 
Roberto Saviano 

International Futures
Kamila Shamsie, Bertrand Besigye,  
Petina Gappah and Kynpham Sing Nongkynrih
Saturday 18 April 7.45pm 
Shakespeare’s Globe, Underglobe
Tickets: £5

A sold-out event last year, ‘International Futures’ is back to 
celebrate the eminent writers of tomorrow. Kamila Shamsie,  
the acclaimed author of numerous novels including her latest, 
Burnt Shadows, talks on the subject of heaven and earth with 
some of the brightest contemporary international voices  
whose work already heralds stellar international futures:  
Bertrand Besigye (Norway), Petina Gappah (Zimbabwe) 
and Kynpham Sing Nongkynrih (India). 

‘A writer of immense ambition and strength’ Salman Rushdie 
on Kamila Shamsie 

In association with PEN International Magazine



Free the Word! literary lunch  
and festival highlights
Sunday 19 April 1pm        
Young Vic, The Cut Bar
Free, but you need to reserve a ticket 
so first come first served! 

The great British tradition of the long Sunday lunch meets  
the best in world literature. Treat yourself to some of the delights 
on offer from The Cut Bar while you chew on the words of some 
of the writers at this year’s festival. With Jack Mapanje paying 
tribute to Harold Pinter; Chinese poet Han Dong; a celebration 
of the life and work of Adrian Mitchell; and Lydia Cacho, Leila 
Aboulela and Moris Farhi all reading from their work. Plus many 
more surprise extras!

Free the Word! festival hub 
Saturday 18 April 12 – 5pm 
Shakespeare’s Globe, Orange Room 

An animated area where writers and readers can relax and 
share ideas. With ad hoc readings, question and answer sessions 
and not forgetting our Foyles bookstand where the Free the 
Word! writers’ books will be available to buy. 



The President’s Tobacco 
A rehearsed reading and Q&A with Jack Mapanje
Sunday 19 April 3.30pm
Young Vic, Maria Theatre
Tickets: £5

In a fictional African country, ordinary farmers are competing to 
grow and sell tobacco against the big people in the Party and 
Government. One small farmer, Mtema, appears to be able to 
run a profitable farm and pay his men well. But when competition 
escalates, he is imprisoned for embezzling the president’s tobacco, 
leaving Mrs Mtema to face an uncertain and dangerous future … 

Celebrated Malawian writer and poet Jack Mapanje unveils 
a rehearsed reading of his first play, The President’s Tobacco, 
in an exclusive public performance for Free the Word! 

In association with Bilimankhwe Arts 

Heavenly Pleasures 
Catherine Millet, Florian Zeller and Leila Aboulela 
Sunday 19 April 7.30pm 
Shakespeare’s Globe, Underglobe
Tickets: £5

‘Heavenly Pleasures’ explores representations of love across 
cultures: from East to West, from the physical to the spiritual. 
Featuring French writer Catherine Millet, whose internationally 
best-selling memoir, The Sexual Life of Catherine M, was dubbed 
‘ … a manifesto of our times’, and Florian Zeller, who explores 
the relationship between the West and Islam from the point 
of view of a young man on a quest for pleasure in his novel, 
The Fascination of Evil. Joining them is Leila Aboulela, a Sudanese 
writer whose celebrated novel The Translator looks at the difficulty 
of loving someone of another faith. This event is chaired by 
Lisa Appignanesi, award-winning author of Freud’s Women 
and Unholy Loves and President of English PEN. 

‘A story of love and faith all the more moving for the restraint 
with which it is written’ J.M. Coetzee on Leila Aboulela’s 
The Translator 

‘With this novel Zeller confirms his place among the best 
authors of his generation’ Le Spectacle du Monde on Florian 
Zeller’s The Fascination of Evil



Leila Aboulela was born and grew 
up in Khartoum, Sudan. She now lives in 
Abu Dhabi. Her novels, The Translator 
(1999) and Minaret (2005), were both 
longlisted for the Orange and IMPAC 
prizes. Her short story collection, 
Coloured Lights (2001) includes ‘The 
Museum’, the first winner of the Caine 
Prize for African Writing. Aboulela’s work 
has been translated into 11 languages.

Sandra Agard has 20 years’ 
experience as a writer, storyteller, 
reader development consultant, oral 
development consultant and literature 
development worker. She is now a 
Storyteller-in-residence at the Museum 
of London. Agard works in a diverse 
range of artistic and educational 
environments, including schools, 
community centres, art galleries, 
prisons, shopping malls and theatre. 

Tariq Ali Writer, journalist and film-
maker Tariq Ali was born in Lahore and 
lives in London. He has been involved in 
many anti-war campaigns, including the  
Vietnam Solidarity Campaign. Ali has 
written over a dozen books; his fiction 
includes A Sultan in Palermo (2005)  
and he has just published the non-fiction  
The Duel: Pakistan on the Flight Path  
of American Power (2008).

Tahmima Anam was born in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, grew up in Paris, Bangkok 
and New York and studied at Harvard 
and in London. In 2001, she received 
a fellowship to research the Bangladesh 
War of Independence, travelling 
throughout Bangladesh to interview 
ex-freedom fighters, military officers, 
students and survivors of the 1971 war. 
A Golden Age is a fictionalised account 
of these war stories, combined with 
her family history.

Lisa Appignanesi was born 
in Poland and now lives in London. 
Appignanesi became Deputy President 
of English PEN in 2004 and led its highly 
successful Free Expression is No Offence 
campaign. She became President in 
2008. She has published numerous works 
of fiction and non-fiction; her latest, 
Mad, Bad and Sad: A History of Women 
and the Mind Doctors from 1800, has 
been shortlisted for various prizes. 

Biographies

Peter Beaumont is the Foreign 
Affairs Editor of the Observer and lives 
in London. He joined the newspaper in 
1989 and has covered numerous conflicts 
and crises. He is the recipient of various 
awards including the One World Media 
Award, the Amnesty International Media 
award and the George Orwell Prize for 
Journalism. His book, The Secret Life 
of War, is available in May.

Bertrand Besigye and his family 
escaped Idi Amin’s regime in Uganda 
in the 1970s and went to Norway where 
he has lived since then. His first poetry 
collection won the 1992 Tarjei Vesaas 
First Book Award. He has since published 
another book of poetry and one novel, 
The Swastika-Star, all in Norwegian.

Lydia Cacho, from Mexico City, 
is an award-winning journalist and 
human rights activist. Her investigative 
report, Los demonios del edén: el poder 
detrás de la pornografía infantil [Demons 
of eden: the powers behind child 
pornography] led to her arrest by police 
agents bought off by one paedophile 
ringleader exposed in her investigation. 
She eventually won the case and the 
ringleader was jailed. Cacho is currently 
writing a book about global cartels’ 
worldwide trafficking of women.

Amit Chaudhuri was born 
in Calcutta. He is Professor in 
Contemporary Literature at the 
University of East Anglia. He has 
written four award-winning novels, 
the latest being The Immortals, and 
has published literary criticism, poetry 
and short stories. He is also a trained 
singer in the North Indian classical 
tradition, and his experimental music 
project, This is Not Fusion, has travelled 
the world to great acclaim.

Samir El-youssef has written 
several books in English and Arabic 
including Gaza Blues (co-authored with 
Israeli Etgar Keret) and A Treaty of Love. 
He was born in Rashidia, a Palestinian 
refugee camp in south Lebanon, and 
lives in London. In 2005 he was given 
the Swedish PEN Tucholsky Award for 
promoting peace and freedom of 
speech in the Middle East.



Carolin Emcke lives in Berlin and is 
a journalist, political theorist and writer. 
As staff writer for the foreign news desk 
of Der Spiegel, she has written about 
war crimes and human rights violations 
around the world. In 2006 she won the 
Ernst-Blach-Foerderpreis, a German 
award for scholars and philosophers of 
extraordinary promise. Her book, Echoes 
of Violence: Letters from a War Reporter, 
was published in English in 2007.

Petina Gappah is a Zimbabwean 
writer working as an international trade 
lawyer in Geneva. Her awards include 
Zimbabwe’s Mukuru Nyaya Award 
for comic writing, and a runner-up 
award in the SA/PEN HSBC short story 
competition judged by J.M. Coetzee. 
Her first collection of stories, An Elegy 
for Easterley, is just out. In addition to 
English and her native Shona, Petina  
also speaks German and French.

Nadine Gordimer has written  
14 novels including Get a Life (2005)  
and various short story collections, 
the latest being Beethoven Was 
One-Sixteenth Black (2007). An essay 
collection is due out in autumn 2009 and 
a Collected Stories will appear in 2010. 
She has received numerous international 
awards including the 1991 Nobel Prize 
for Literature and the 2007 Legion 
d’Honneur. Nadine Gordimer is a  
Vice President of International PEN  
and lives in Johannesburg.

Wen Huang grew up in northern 
China. A writer and translator, he 
moved to Chicago in 1990. He started 
translating Chinese non-fiction for 
international publications in 2005 and 
in 2008 translated Chinese writer Liao 
Yiwu’s book, Corpse Walker (2008).  
His second translated book on China  
will be published in August 2009.  
Wen was the recipient of the 2007  
PEN Translation Fund Award.

Christian Jungersen’s novel 
The Exception, about four female 
employees who make life hell for each 
other in the small office of the Danish 
Centre for Information on Genocide, has 
been translated into 15 languages. It won 
the Golden Laurels prize in Denmark, 
and has been nominated for awards in 
Ireland, France, the UK and Sweden. 
He lives in Dublin and New York.

Karen King-Aribisala was born  
in Guyana. She is Professor of English  
at the University of Lagos, Nigeria.  
Her short story collection, Our Wife and 
Other Stories, won the Best First Book 
Prize in the Commonwealth Prize (African 
Region) 1990/91. Her second work, 
Kicking Tongues, transposes Chaucer’s 
Canterbury Tales to modern-day Nigeria. 
Her latest novel, The Hangman’s Game, 
won the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize 
(Caribbean region) in 2008.

Jack Mapanje is a poet, linguist, 
editor and human rights activist.  
He spent over three years without trial 
or charge in Malawi’s notorious Mikuyu 
prison after his first poetry collection 
was banned by the authorities in 1987. 
He was released in 1991 following 
an international outcry against his 
incarceration. Jack Mapanje lives in  
the UK and teaches at the University  
of Newcastle. His latest poetry book  
is Beasts of Nalunga.

Catherine Millet was born in Bois 
Colombes, and is a French art critic, 
curator and founder and editor of the 
prestigious magazine Art Press. She is 
best known as the author of the 2002 
memoir The Sexual Life of Catherine M. 
which was translated into 40 languages 
and sold over a million copies. Her latest 
book will be published in autumn 2009. 
Catherine Millet lives in Paris.

Sasha Mitchell is a stage, film, 
television and radio actor/performer. 
She worked with her late father, Adrian 
Mitchell, on three of his poetry tours 
and is planning a new show of his work 
to celebrate the launch of his Poetry 
Treasury for children in autumn 2009.  
She most recently toured in Crossing  
the Styx, an opera, and The Dead Moon, 
a play with songs.

Azar Nafisi is a visiting professor 
at John Hopkins University and lives in 
Washington DC. She taught at various 
universities in Iran but in 1981 was 
expelled from the University of Tehran 
after refusing to wear the veil. In 1997 
she and her family left Iran for America. 
Her memoir Reading Lolita in Tehran was 
published in 2003 and her new book, 
Things I’ve Been Silent About, is just out.



Deborah Newbold was a theatre 
actress for several years before becoming 
a storyteller. In autumn 2008 she was the 
first artist-in-residence appointed by the 
English Folk Dance and Song Society at 
Cecil Sharp House. She researches and 
writes storytelling performances for adult 
and family audiences, weaving her own 
stories with traditional folk tales, songs  
or reminiscences of people she meets.

Kamila Shamsie is the author of 
five novels, of which the most recent 
is Burnt Shadows. Her novels have been 
published in 19 countries and have been 
shortlisted for various prizes. She was 
born and grew up in Karachi, went to 
university in America and now lives in 
London.

Kynpham Sing Nongkynrih
is an award-winning poet, short 
story writer and translator born in 
Cherrapunjee, Meghalaya, India. 
He belongs to the Khasi tribe and  
writes in both Khasi and English.  
His poetry has been translated into 
Welsh, Swedish and various Indian 
languages. He has published 12 books  
in Khasi and seven in English and is 
editor of the forthcoming Dancing  
Earth: An Anthology of Poetry from 
Northeast India (2009).

Lee Stringer’s landmark 1998 
memoir, Grand Central Winter: Stories 
from the Street, came out of 12 years 
of homelessness and addiction on New 
York’s streets. This was followed by his 
award-winning book about his pre-
teen years, Sleepaway School: Stories 
From a Boy’s Life (2004). In 2002, he 
collaborated with novelist Kurt Vonnegut 
on Like Shaking Hands With God: 
A Conversation About Writing.  
Lee Stringer resides in New York.

Boyd Tonkin is the Literary Editor 
of the Independent newspaper and is 
one of the judges of the Independent’s 
Foreign Fiction Prize.

Sylvia van Ommen is an illustrator, 
writer and animator. In 2002 her first 
story Drop (Sweets) was published, 
a black and white picture book, followed 
by De Verrassing (The Surprise), a full 
colour picture book without words 
(2003). Both books have been published 
in several countries. Sylvia is now working 
with Maurice van der Bij on a children’s 
animation series entitled The Show  
about Nothing.

Keith Waithe is an award-winning 
flautist, composer, teacher, expert 
proponent of vocal gymnastics and 
leader of the Macusi Players. Keith mixes 
many sounds, fusing enigmatic musical 
forms and world music resonances.  
He recently released his seventh album, 
Diverse Canopy, and a new DVD, Now 
is the Time. Amongst others Keith has 
worked with Nitin Sawhney, Courtney 
Pine and percussionist Bosco de 
Oliverira. 

Jo Jo Yates was born in Sekondi, 
Ghana and is both a musician and 
instrument maker, specialising in ancient 
African instruments. He has travelled the 
world, mesmerising audiences by playing 
the cora he made and many other 
instruments, including the Ghanaian 
kpanalogo drums and a thumb piano 
presented to him in Zimbabwe on one 
of his world tours.

Florian Zeller is a novelist, 
playwright, journalist, and university 
lecturer at the prestigious ‘Sciences-Po’ 
in Paris. His third novel, The Fascination 
of Evil, is a bestseller in France and 
received the prestigious Prix Interallie. 
He was awarded the Prix Jeune Theatre 
de l’Academie Francaise for his plays. 
His first novel, Artificial Snow, was 
published when he was 20 and received 
the Hachette Foundation Literary Prize 
among others.



About International PEN

‘In time of division between countries, International PEN is 
one of the rare institutions to keep a bridge constantly open’ 
Mario Vargas Llosa 

International PEN is the world writers’ association. It was originally 
founded in 1921 to promote literature. Today, it has 144 Centres 
in 102 countries, of which there are five in the UK and Ireland: 
English PEN – our founding Centre, Scottish PEN, African 
Writers Abroad, Writers in Exile London branch and Irish PEN. 
Its membership has always included the greatest names in 
international literature such as Heinrich Böll, Arthur Miller, Mario 
Vargas Llosa, György Konrád, Margaret Atwood, Toni Morrison 
and J.M. Coetzee. 

International PEN believes that writers play a crucial role in 
developing civil society. It supports this by addressing all areas 
relating to the promotion of literature and the role it has in 
developing understanding, both within and between cultures. 
This encompasses: the development of strong grassroots PEN 
Centres around the world; education programmes supporting 
continued engagement with reading and writing across all ages 
and community groups; access to books through publishing and 
distribution; the removal of barriers to accessing literature such 
as freedom of expression and increasing levels of literature in 
translation; and, finally, the promotion of literature to the wider 
public through events, festivals and publications.

Our membership is open to all published writers who subscribe 
to the PEN Charter regardless of nationality, language, race, 
colour or religion. International PEN is a non-political organisation 
and has consultative status at UNESCO and the United Nations. 

If you would like to find out more about International PEN 
please visit www.internationalpen.org.uk and sign up to 
our e-list to receive our quarterly newsletter. 

For details of how to support International PEN, please 
contact the office on +44 (0) 20 7405 0338 or email 
cerian.eiles@internationalpen.org.uk  

Orhan Pamuk (left) greets 
Arthur Miller (centre) and 
Harold Pinter (right),  
Istanbul, March 1985

Members of the Sierra  
Leone PEN school club

English PEN vigil for Anna 
Politkovskaya, a Russian 
journalist murdered in 
October 2006



Free the Word! around the world 

And it doesn’t end here ... this autumn Free the Word! evolves into 
a relay of events which take place across world cities. Continuing 
to celebrate the best in world literature, promote literature in 
translation, and present eminent and emerging voices, Free the 
Word! will become a single festival linked by an annual common 
theme. Launching with Free the Word! Linz (Austria) in October, 
the festival will then, over the following 12 months, travel to cities 
including Istanbul, Barcelona, Guadalajara, Cartagena and the 
third Free the Word! London in April 2010.

Subscribe to PEN International Magazine 

‘For anyone who believes that words can help us chart a 
path, PEN International is essential reading’ Alberto Manguel

Published in spring and autumn every year, PEN International 
brings together writers and readers from all over the globe. 
It strives to reflect the wealth of contemporary world writing 
whilst promoting literature, literature in translation and new 
writers. The spring 2009 issue, Heaven and Earth, is available 
to buy for £5 during the 2009 Free the Word! festival and 
features some of the festival writers. For more information 
about the magazine and to take out an annual subscription 
for only £10 go to the International PEN website 
www.internationalpen.org.uk/go/pen-international-magazine

Keep on Reading!

Free the Word! is pleased to announce the launch of the Free the 
Word! World Book Club. The Club has been developed to ensure 
that readers around the world can access and enjoy the best in 
world literature.
 
From May 2009, the Club will suggest books from Free the Word! 
events worldwide and each month introduce a set of specially 
commissioned reader’s guides by respected figures from the 
literary community. With a new book presented each month, 
the Club will give an invaluable insight into contemporary world 
literature. The readers’ guides and blog will be offered in English, 
French and Spanish. There will also be the opportunity to buy 
the books online through Foyles, our bookshop partner. 
See www.internationalpen.org.uk for more information.
 
Free the Word! World Book Club is presented in association 
with Temple Translations



Free the Word! partners 

Sponsored by

The John S. Cohen Foundation
 
The Foyle Foundation

International PEN Festival Founders 

Free the Word! team
Literary Events Director Sarah Sanders
Literary Events Administrator Sharmilla 
Beezmohun
International Literary Events Administrator 
Vinzenz Weissbacher
Artistic Programme Advisor Caro Llewellyn
Free the Word! Project Manager Margaret Oscar
Literary Events Intern Jessica Haddon
Stage Management for Shakespeare’s Globe 
Jasmine Lawrence
Press and Publicity Amanda Johnson 
amanda@amandajohnsonpr.com 
Event Management Joule Events 
www.joule-events.org 
Executive Director Caroline McCormick
Communications Director Emily Bromfield

International PEN Author Advocates 
Sir Alan Ayckbourn CBE; Bill Bryson; 
John le Carré; Carol Ann Duffy OBE, CBE; 
Arthur Golden; Sir David Hare; Ronald Harwood 
CBE; Thomas Keneally; Ian McEwan CBE; 
Azar Nafisi; Sir Tom Stoppard OM, OBE 

Our thanks to ...
The Board and Staff of International PEN; 
the Free the Word! Programme Advisory Board; 
Joanne Leedom-Ackerman; Jemma Read and 
Michelle Rinkoff at Bloomberg; Sir Tom Stoppard; 
Lisa Appignanesi; Jonathan Heawood and Sarah 
Hesketh at English PEN; Rosl Merdinger at Austrian 
PEN; Kate Griffin, Charles Beckett and David Cross 
at Arts Council London; Harry Pearce at Pentagram; 
John Simmons and Rishi Dastidar at 26; Lottie 
Buchan, Fiona Moorhead and Wills at Shakespeare’s 
Globe; Jo Eastham at Swan; Ellie Jones and 
Lizzie Newman at Southwark Playhouse; Nathalie 
Meghriche at the Young Vic; Nicolai and Vanessa 
at The Cut Bar; Amanda Johnson and Jessica Jackson; 
Sara Morrissey and Patrick Morrissey at Unlimited 
Design; Matthew Linley at the hub; Kate Arthurs 
and Alastair Hagger at the British Council; Andrew 
Firmin and Jennifer Sobol from the Commonwealth 
Foundation; Julia Kingsford and Lisa Bird at Foyles; 
Neal Hoskins at Winged Chariot; John Gordon 
at Intelligence Squared; Geraldine Collinge at 
Apples & Snakes; Helen Smith at Write to Life; 
Kate Stafford at Bilimankhwe Arts; Rakhee Jasani 
at Eastside Educational Trust; Neal’s Yard; A.T Cross; 
Insight Guides; Diana Londono; Esther Allen; 
the Goodenough Club; and our fantastic team 
of volunteers led by Sarah Madden and of course 
to our PEN membership worldwide.

In memory of Adrian Mitchell who was 
scheduled to appear at this year’s festival
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Bloomberg is delighted 
to sponsor Free the Word!, 
International PEN’s festival of world 
literature in London. As a leading 
global financial communications 
company, Bloomberg is deeply 
committed to education and
creativity, and to expanding access 
to art, science and the humanities
across boundaries. Bloomberg is 
proud to support Free the Word! for 
a second time, a festival that gives 
voice to some of the world’s most
inspiring writers and that reaches 
out to London’s diverse audiences. 
www.bloomberg.com 

Arts Council England is 
the national development agency 
for the arts, distributing grant-in-
aid and lottery funding to the arts 
sector. We support International 
PEN’s Free the Word! festival 
through our Grants for the arts 
funding scheme. The festival 
contributes to our priorities of 
excellence, engagement and 
reach, and our International Policy, 
by bringing leading international 
authors to the UK.
www.artscouncil.org.uk 

26 is a UK association of writers, 
editors, publishers and designers
from both the arts and commercial 
world who share a love of words.  
We are delighted to be 
collaborating with International 
PEN for the second Free the Word! 
festival. Through ‘26 Exchanges’ 
- an exploration of translation and 
cultural exchange pairing 26 writers 
with PEN members around the 
globe, and the 26 ‘Free the Blog’, 
our partnership with International 
PEN upholds our belief that 
language and writing can bring
about positive change. 
www.26.org.uk 

Foyles bookshop is the official 
bookseller for Free the Word! and  
will be selling the festival writers’ 
books at Shakespeare’s Globe.  
For more in international fiction, 
history, politics and art, visit Foyles 
at the Southbank Centre. Or come 
to our flagship store on Charing 
Cross Road, our shop at St Pancras 
or our newly opened shop at 
Westfield London.
www.foyles.co.uk 

Join International PEN 
If you are a writer and are interested in joining our 
worldwide organisation visit www.internationalpen.org.uk. 
We have five Centres in the UK and Ireland: English PEN, 
Scottish PEN, African Writers Abroad, Writers in Exile London 
branch and Irish PEN. If you are not a writer but would like 
to know more about how to get involved with our work please 
also visit our website. 

International PEN is a registered charity, no.1117088



Booking Information 
Tickets for each event are available to 
book from the relevant venue. Ticket prices 
range from £5 - £12 and are given after the 
description of each event in this brochure. 

Shakespeare’s Globe
21 New Globe Walk, SE1 
020 7401 9919 
www.shakespeares-globe.org/
freetheword (online booking fees apply) 
Box Office: 10am – 6pm, 
Monday to Saturday 

Southwark Playhouse
Shipwright Yard, SE1
(Corner of Tooley St & Bermondsey St)  
020 7407 0234
www.southwarkplayhouse.co.uk 
Box Office: 10.30am – 6.30pm, 
Monday to Friday

Young Vic
The Cut, SE1 
020 7922 2922
www.youngvic.org (no booking fees)
Box Office: 10am – 6pm, 
Monday to Saturday 
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How to get to Free the Word! 
All of our venues are approximately  
10 minutes’ walk from each other and  
located in the South Bank and Bankside  
areas of London. 

Underground
London Bridge (Northern and Jubilee lines) 
Waterloo (Bakerloo, Northern, Jubilee 
and Waterloo & City lines)
Southwark (Jubilee line)  

Rail
London Bridge, Waterloo 
and Waterloo East 

Bus
Several buses stop on Blackfriars Road, 
Borough High Street, Southwark Bridge 
Road, Tooley Street and Waterloo Road

To plan your journey visit 
www.journeyplanner.tfl.gov.uk 
or call 020 7222 1234 
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